The Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972) of UNESCO is known as the most effective international legal instrument for the conservation of cultural and natural heritage. In order to judge the value of World
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This paper analyzes how the Committee has been discussing "Universality" and "Representativity" and how these discussions have been affecting the implementation of the Convention. In past sessions the Committee had been discussing these two concepts mainly through the points that are the definition of OUV, the imbalance of World Heritage representation and the limit on the number of sites on the List, since the beginning.
For the definition of OUV, the Committee at its first session defined "Universality" as the properties that represent all cultures.
It should be remarked that the OUV incorporated "Universality" with "Representativity" from the beginning of the Committee discussions in the late 1970s. After having adopted the Global Strategy in 1994, the Committee started to discuss OUV in relation to cultural diversity and it reached the conclusion that OUV should be judged in the regional context and that "Representativity" should be reflected more. The problem with the two contradicting concepts "Universality" and "Representativity" was already understood in the late 1970s from its earliest sessions, and the committee has been continuing the discussion since then. By the progress of the Global Study and the introduction of the cultural landscape and the adoption of the Nara Document, more reflection on "Representativity" has been incorporated in a gradual manner into the decision-making process of the Committee. 
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